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The History Trust of South Australia
developed this education resource using
the expertise, collections and resources
of the History Trust of South Australia,
its museums and partners. Our learning
programs bring to life the stories, objects
and people that make up South Australia’s
rich and vibrant history.
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South Australia’s History Festival is an
annual statewide event exploring South
Australia’s history. Held throughout May
each year, the History Festival explores
the state’s places and spaces, stories,
collections and ideas that make us who
we are.

The History Trust of South Australia
operates three museums - the Migration
Museum, the National Motor Museum and
the South Australian Maritime Museum,
along with the Centre of Democracy
managed in collaboration with the State
Library of South Australia.

One of South Australia’s largest openaccess community events, the History
Festival program features hundreds of
events ranging from talks to tours, walks
to workshops and exhibitions to special
events. Events happen anywhere: urban
and rural, towns, cities and suburbs; in
museums and libraries; in boats, trains and
buses and mysterious buildings; on the
street, by the beach and in nature.

The History Trust’s role is to encourage
current and future generations of South
Australians to discover this state’s rich,
relevant and fascinating past through
its public programs and museums
including the Migration Museum, the
South Australian Maritime Museum, the
National Motor Museum and the Centre of
Democracy.

festival.history.sa.gov.au
Torrens Parade Ground, Victoria Dr,
Adelaide
(08) 8203 9888
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USING THIS RESOURCE

THE FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

This resource has been created by
educators at the History Trust of
South Australia, as a source of ideas
for teachers. This booklet contains
suggested activities for Primary and
Secondary learners, which can be
adapted to suit your classroom and
cohort.

Visit the History Festival website to view
the full program, which changes each
year. You can also follow the History
Festival’s social media accounts to keep
up to date with important dates and
highlights.
Keep following best
practices to stop the
spread and help
everyone enjoy the
History Festival.

Please stay home if
you are unwell or are
awaiting the results
of a COVID test.

Practice good hygiene
by washing hands
often and covering
coughs or sneezes
with the crook of
your arm.

Download and use
the COVIDSafe app to
check-in at all History
Festival events.

Maintain physical
distancing of 1.5m
between yourself
and other festival
attendees.

GET INVOLVED
Do you have a great knowledge of South
Australian history? Does someone you
know have some incredible stories to
tell? Are you a member of an organisation
or community group with a long local
history?
You could get involved with the History
Festival by presenting your own event.
Just ensure your event is in line with the
eligibility criteria below:
•

take place in South Australia (unless it
is a filmed, pre-recorded or streamed
event that is intended to be viewed using
a video viewing or streaming service or
provider);

•

be available to the public (ie not ‘members
only’ or ‘invite only’);

•

connect in a meaningful and
demonstrable way to South Australia’s
history; and

•

provide a written, spoken or performed
interpretation, background, context
and/or analysis of historical events
or objects, allowing visitors to learn,
consider, discuss, experience, share
and better understand the subject of the
event. For this reason, any event with the
selling or trading of goods as its main
focus is not eligible to participate in the
History Festival.
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We would love to hear your ideas,
suggestions and feedback about getting
students engaged with history, and how
you used this resource.
Email the Education team or tag us in
your social media posts.
learn@history.sa.gov.au
@HistoryFestival
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•

Check out the History Festival
program to find potential excursions
for your class or professional learning
opportunities.

•

Ask your school librarians to display
and highlight their history and
historical fiction collections during the
History Festival in May.

•

Run a history trivia competition for
school staff after school or one
lunchtime.

•

Invite representatives from local
Aboriginal communities to take
students on a tour of the local area or
to speak about local history from an
Aboriginal perspective.

•

Ask for permission to run a poster
campaign (with your colleagues or
your class). Decorate the school
with fabulous quotes from historical
figures, primary source letters and
posters that relate to a particular
era or theme, historical photos,
advertisements, cartoons and
newspaper articles.

•

Invite your History class to come to
school dressed and/or equipped to
suit the era you have been studying
Decorate the classroom to match.

•

With primary students, research
playground games and toys from the
past. Get families involved. Then play
the games at recess and lunchtimes
during the History Festival.

•

Collaborate with Home Economics
or Health and Human Development

GETTING THE SCHOOL INVOVED

teachers to run an historical cooking
lesson. What ingredients and
equipment did they have, and what
recipes, and how did things taste?
You could even assemble a cookbook
of old family recipes and sell it as a
school fundraiser.
•

•

•

Run a year level or school-wide
‘dress as your favourite (real) person
from history’ day, with prizes for the
best and most historically accurate
costumes. Provide an opportunity for
students to talk about who they are
and why they chose that person. Take
photos, apply a black and white or
sepia filter, and then publish them in
the school newsletter or website.
Research and stage a (safe) mock
battle with your Year 7 and 8 students.
The Viking raid on Lindisfarne in 793?
The Battle of Senlac Hill (Hastings)
in 1066? The fall of Constantinople in
1453?
Choose a historical debate that your
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class has been investigating, and on
which your class has diverse views.
Help students create a performance
piece where spokespeople deliver
campaign speeches or courtroom
closing arguments. Take these into
another class and ask those students
to vote on which side they found most
persuasive.
•

Collaborate with the English faculty to
get involved in the History Festival’s
Poetry Takeover Challenge. Visit a
local museum and have students
write poetry inspired by their favourite
object.

•

Hold your school’s inaugural History
Festival awards. Acknowledge
excellence, enthusiasm, curiosity and
persistence across all year levels.

•

Invite school leaders, local MPs and
Department for Education staff and
parents to your History Festival events.
Let’s remind them why History matters!
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MY PERSONAL HISTORY

•

•

•

Create your own personal history trail
by annotating a hand drawn or online
map. Think about the important things
in your own history to include in your
trail. You could note the place where
you lost your first tooth, broke your
arm, your first classroom, where you
won your first netball game, and so
on.
What is the history of your name?
Who chose your name? Why? Was it a
popular choice for baby names at the
time you were born? Are you able to
trace the origins of your surname?
What was on the front page of the
newspaper on the day you were born?
What were the number one songs,
movies and books?
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•

Record your own history in the form
of a ‘Top Ten of Everything’ record.
Who are the top ten people in your life?
What are your top ten favourite places,
activities, foods, books, music, TV
shows etc.

•

Create a memory box to show people
in the future who you are. Choose up
to 10 items (photos, letters, objects
etc) to be included in the box. What
are the important things you would like
people to know about you?

•

Trace your own family tree. How many
generations are you able to trace?
Find out about the origins of your
ancestors.

•

Access the websites of National
Archives of Australia and State
Records of South Australia to research
your own family’s history.
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•

Research the history of your school
site. What was on the site before the
school was built? Who lived there?
What is the Aboriginal name for the
land your school is on? Contact a
local Aboriginal elder or community to
learn about the culture, language and
stories shared on this land for many
thousands of years.

•

Use school records or research online
to trace past students and teachers of
your school. Find out what school was
like for them. What can they remember
about learning, playing, socialising at
school? How does this compare with
your own experiences? If possible,
invite some of these past students and
teachers back to the school and ask
them to look for things that have and
haven’t changed.

•

Check out your school archives. Have
newsletters and other documents been
saved over the years? Compare these
documents. What do they tell you
about your school during different time
periods? What was important to your
school? What were students interested
in those times?

•

Establish a ‘School History Museum’.
Set aside an area in a communal area.
Students become curators and select
items such as objects, photographs
and documents, which tell the stories
of the school’s history. Students need
to organise the collection into themes
and write labels for the items on
display. Themes could include daily
school life, sports and leisure, dress,
learning, and so on.
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•

Source as many maps or plans of your
school site as you can from different
times in history. Can you find a map
of the area before your school was
built? What was the area like before
European immigration? Note the
differences and similarities between
the maps and discuss the reasons for
the changes.

•

Create an historical record by
documenting a day in the life at your
school. Include photographs, videos
and quotes to show what a typical
school day is like. Gather stories from
a range of perspectives, including
older and younger students, a teacher,
principal, volunteer, SSO, parent,
groundskeeper, etc. This could be a
great annual project, compiling records
the school can keep and students can
view over the years.
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•

Develop a History Trail around your
local area or school. Design a map
and instructions for following the
route. Include places of historical
significance, such as the first house
built in the area, the oval or court
where a local sports team won its
first premiership, the building where
the school’s first library used to be
housed etc. Look for interesting
places which may have changed in
purpose over time. Invite another
class, parents or community
members to take part in your trail.
Members of the local historical
society or First Nations elders
and community members may be
interested in helping you with this
project.

•

Design a series of brochures or
posters advertising your local town
or suburb as a tourist attraction.
Design a brochure for 3 different
time periods, e.g. present day, 100
years ago, 1000 years ago. What
would visitors see and do if they
visited your area during these times
in history?

•

Look at the street names in your local
community (or the City of Adelaide).
Research the history behind these
street names. Who are the streets
named after? When were they named?
Have the names ever been changed?
Why? What do the street names tell
us about the history of the area, or
about the authority which selected the
names? Whose history do they tell?
Who is left out? Consider whether you

might like to re-name any streets and
what you think they should be called.
•

•

Choose a local street in your
community. It could be the school’s
street or the local shopping
precinct. Reconstruct the street with
photographs, drawings or 3D models
and dioramas. Try to find out what the
buildings in the street used to be like.
Interview business owners, residents,
workers etc. Try rebuilding the street
model as it may have looked 10, 50,
100 or 1000 years ago!
What does it mean for a building to be
heritage-listed? Find out if there are
any buildings or sites that have been
heritage-listed in your local area.
These sites might have local, state
or national heritage status. Find out
why this decision was made. Who
made it? When? Do you think there
are other buildings or sites which
should also be heritage listed –
why? Have a debate about when a
building or site is ‘old’ enough to be a
heritage place.
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•

Organise a member of the
community (or members) to visit
your class and talk about their
childhood. Consider asking a local
Indigenous person, or a person
who migrated to Australia to
show a range of perspectives and
experiences. Students can prepare
questions beforehand and allow
these to guide your session.

•

Investigate the history of a
significant building in your local
area – it might be a community hall,
a building used as a children’s home,
or an old cinema. When was it built?
For what purpose? What were the
experiences of childhood inside
the building? Who visited it or lived
there?

•

Investigate the history of a
local memorial. What does it
commemorate? From whose
perspective? Are there people or
stories omitted from this version of
history?
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TIMELINES
•

•

How long is a ball of string? Use a ball
of string to represent a time line of
60,000 years. Using the idea that each
metre of string represents 1000 years
of time, place key events in global,
Australian history and South Australian
history. Include well known events
from centuries past. Mark the length
of time Aboriginal people having been
living in Australia and also mark the
beginning of European immigration in
Australia.
Represent a period of time using
a human time line. Students are
responsible for researching a certain
event or date in time. Students then
stand in chronological order and report
on their specific time in history. Each
timeline could have a theme, such
as the establishment of the South
Australian colony, or advances in
technology.

•

Document a pictorial record of your
local community’s history. Include
newspaper clippings, photographs
etc. and arrange them in chronological
order to show the events and issues
that have shaped the development of
your community. Find events related to
different people in the community, e.g.
children, women, workers, builders,
politicians…

•

Choose or make objects to represent
key events in local, South Australian,
Australian or global history. Place each
object on a timeline with a label to
explain its significance.

•

Choose an everyday task such as
cooking dinner, travelling to school,
having a shower, writing a letter,
keeping warm, lighting up a room
etc, and find out how this task was
carried out in different eras. Use the
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information to make a ‘ways of doing
things’ time line. For example, you
could have a timeline on how people
heated their homes in different eras.
Consider materials, technology, energy
sources, costs etc.
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•

•

Students write an email or letter to
themselves in the future. You might
like to have students write a letter at
the start of the school year about their
hopes, fears and predictions for the
year ahead. Students can recieve their
letters in the last week of school and
reflect on their year. They may like to
write another letter for the following
year.
As an alternative to writing a letter,
students could make a video where
they speak to themselves in the
future, and answer a set of questions:
what are you most excited about this
year? What is your favourite thing
to do? What new thing did you learn
today? What are you really good at?
Etc. Questions can be devised by the
student, teacher, or even a parent or
caregiver.
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•

Develop a school time capsule to be
opened on a nominated date in the
future. Ask every class to provide
items for the capsule which reflect the
things that are important to the school
in a paricular year.

•

Record predictions about what your
school, local community, South
Australia might be like in one, five, and
then ten years into the future.

•

Create a time capsule in a school
bag. Pack a school bag with objects,
photographs, documents and letters
that would give people a snapshot into
a student’s life in that year.

•

Have students choose a favourite
childhood photo that they can
recreate. This could be part of a bigger
project on researching a family history
or writing a memoir.
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•

Invite people from four different
generations to the school (possibly
from the same family). Students
generate a series of questions to
ask the visitors and compare the
responses. Questions could be based
on common experiences such as
school life, household chores, use
of technology, discipline, food and
celebrations.

ORAL HISTORY

•

Find out how to record useful and
accurate oral histories. The Oral
History Association (SA Branch) can
help with interview techniques and
good questions to ask. Or borrow
a copy of Beth Robertson’s useful
guide: The Oral History Handbook
from the school or local library.

•

Ask a local nursing home if it would
like a visit during the History Festival
from local students who would like
to interview residents. Students
can devise questions and may like
to ask about people’s memories
of significant historical events or
everyday activities in their lives. For
example: watching the Christmas
pageant, going to the movies,
watching television for the first time,
watching the first moon walk, going to
the beach.
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•

Record your own personal or family
history with a voice memo app. The
audio could be used as a voiceover
on a video featuring family photos. Or
use a series of recorded interviews to
create episodes of a podcast with a
shared theme, such as family history,
or remembering a common event or
pasttime from different perspectives.

•

Interview 2 or more people about
the same topic, in order to gather
different perspectives about the same
past event or activity. Compare and
contrast their emotions, recollections,
attitudes and reactions.

•

Record an oral history about your
family’s last holiday. Include a
perspective from all family members.
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ISSUES OF TODAY
•

Conduct a survey of students, staff
and parents at your school. What are
the main concerns they have? Include
headings for issues such as the
environment, weather, globalisation,
terrorism, the world economy, health,
poverty, education…

•

Compare newspaper headlines from
a certain day (e.g. what happened on
your birth date 50 years ago, 10 years
ago, this year?)

•

What are some of the key events
that have happened in your local
community in the last 50 or 100 years?
For instance, a major bushfire, arrival
of a migrant group, construction of a
highway or war memorial. Investigate
the cause and impact of these events.

CONNECTING THE PAST TO THE PRESENT		
								

•

•

Explore current issues in your local
or broader community. Invite local
council members or people from the
community to give their points of view.
Select a few issues to research further
and develop action plans to address
the issues.
Create a representation of typical
students of today. Make models or
outlines of students and their dress
and decorate them in ways that
represent students’ attitudes and
emotions and what they are worried
and concerned about, like to do and
wear. Make sure you have represented
a balanced view of the students in your
school.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PAST TO
INFORM THE FUTURE
Choose a current issue such as the
incarceration of children as young as
10 in Australia, or the move towards
banning single-use plastics. Find out
what the main issues and arguments
are. Do some research to find out what
has caused this issue and why it is a
problem. How long have the problems
been present? What can be done to
address them? What is being done?
Develop a scenario for the future to
show what you think will happen if the
problems are addressed and another
scenario to show what might happen if
the problems are not addressed.
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Ask students to write or record their
memoirs. In writing about or recording
their lives, students could draw upon the
following:
- the heritage, religious beliefs and practices
(if relevant), level of education, occupations,
sporting, musical, cultural and other
interests of their families;
- how their families’ experiences have
shaped their lives;
- world, national local and personal events
that have shaped their lives;
- opportunities that have changed their
lives; and
- their own values, attitudes, interests and
education

FOR SENIOR SECONDARY STUDENTS

Organise a class debate about the value of
history. Here are some suggested topics:
‘We learn from history that we learn nothing
from history.’ George Bernard Shaw
‘History is more or less bunk.’ Henry Ford
‘History is written of the winners, by the
winners, for the winners.’
‘History writing is too important to be
reduced to a mere chronology of past
events.’
‘The reality of writing history means that it
must be highly subjective.’
‘Unless it is set against the wider issues of
its time, local history is worthless.’
‘Well-behaved women rarely make history.’
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
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Consider the following questions, and write
an essay or prepare an oral presentation
for the class (Year 12 students):
1. To what extent can historians write
objective history?
2. ‘It [History] will merely tell how it really
was.’ Leopold von Ranke. How far do you
agree with von Ranke’s view of history
writing?
3. ‘Local history: who was the first village
butcher, baker and candle-stick maker…
Who cares?’ How valid is this assessment
of local history?
4. Assess the accuracy of Karl Marx’s claim
that ‘History repeats itself, first as tragedy,
second as farce.’
5. ‘No harm’s done to history by making it
something someone would want to read.’
Discuss the role of the historian in the light
of this claim by David McCullough.
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STIRRING STUDENTS TO SPEAK TO
HISTORY
During the History Festival each May, we
invite young people to take inspiration
from the collections the History Trust of SA
and other museums and galleries hold on
behalf of the state of South Australia. We
encourage teachers and students to engage
with objects, think creatively, connect those
thoughts to the annual theme, and then
develop an original poem.
The Poetry Takeover Challenge is open to
all students in Years 4 through 9 across
South Australia. Parents, carers and/or
teachers can provide support. The poems
should draw inspiration from an object
discovered in one of the History Trust
museums, or your local museum. If you
can’t access a museum in person, you can
explore online collections. Participants can
write poems in any form.
Submit your poem in writing, along with a
picture of the object that inspired you to
the Poetry Takeover website. All poems
submitted will be shared on the Poetry
Gallery page of the website and on the
History Festival Facebook and Instagram
accounts. Be sure to tell your family and
friends to read your poem online and take
part in the Community Choice voting in
June.

POETRY TAKEOVER CHALLENGE

TIPS FOR STUDENTS
1. Connecting to the theme – show the
judges you have thought deeply about
the theme of Transformation and the way
your object connects to it. Transformation
is about change: adapting, growing and
learning. It could be a literal transformation
– the way a caterpillar transforms into a
butterfly, or a metaphorical transformation
– the way an actor transforms.
2. Using an object as inspiration – your
object could feature in your poem as the
focus of description, it could be a prop in a
story you are telling, or it might make you
think of a certain issue or memory and you
could write your poem about that. Whatever
inspiration you might take, make sure the
connection is clear for other readers.
3. Form – whether you use rhyme or rhythm,
or the form of a sonnet, limerick, or other
type of poem, the structure should suit what
you are trying to say.

4. Precise word choices – carefully select
the right words to say what you mean, to
build your picture in the reader’s mind.
Your words should express your ideas with
clarity and imagination.
5. Imagery – describe memorable images
to create the tone and mood of your poem.
Be bold and original in your language –
avoid cliché. Think about describing the
senses; how does this feel, sound, taste,
smell, and what emotions are attached?
Use poetic devices like metaphor or
personification to help create a mood or
to hint at a theme. Powerful imagery can
create an emotional response in the reader.
6. Edit and proof read – read your work
carefully and make sure your spelling,
grammar and punctuation is correct. You
can use some creative license in a poem,
so if there is a mistake it should be a
purposeful mistake. Edit out unnecessary
words and phrases that don’t add to the
story or effect. Try swapping your poem
with a friend and giving each other three
pieces of constructive feedback.

Students can earn a stamp in their
Children’s University passport when they
take part in the Poetry Takeover. Just
upload the poem to the Children’s University
website throughout May.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA’S HISTORY FESTIVAL: TEACHER RESOURCE

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA’S
HISTORY
FESTIVAL

HISTORY
TRUST
OF SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

SOUTH AUSTRALIA’S

HISTORY
FESTIVAL

Check out the History Trust collections
online and visit our museums.

DELVING DEEPER

Here are some additional History Trust
resources to use and share with students.
•

history.sa.gov.au
Torrens Parade Ground, Adelaide
(08) 8203 9888

South Australia’s History Festival
historyfestival.sa.gov.au

•

Poetry Takeover
poetrytakeover.com.au

migration.history.sa.gov.au
82 Kintore Ave, Adelaide
(08) 8207 7580

•

sahistoryhub.com.au

•
motor.history.sa.gov.au
Shannon St, Birdwood
(08) 8568 4000

SA History Hub
Adelaidia
adelaidia.sa.gov.au

•

Bound for South Australia
boundforsouthaustralia.com.au

maritime.history.sa.gov.au
126 Lipson St, Port Adelaide
(08) 8207 6255

centreofdemocracy.sa.gov.au
Institute Building, Kintore Ave, Adelaide
(08) 8203 9888

Subscribe to our Education news and
follow us on Facebook to stay up to
date with Education programs and
resources from the History Trust of
South Australia.
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